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Human -Wildlife conflict is man- made: R.N Ananya Vasudev

“The conflict between man and wildlife is definitely man-made and the
human intervention in wildlife is the greatest cause for all the conflicts.” Says
renowned naturalist and conservationist R M Ananya Vasudev who is also
serving as an assistant professor in NITK College, Surathkal. He was addressing
the students in Vidyavardhaka First Grade College, a program arranged by the
Nature Club of the college on occasion of the 40™ year celebration.
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The loss of natural habitat, destruction of the habitat is continuously
creating a kind of insecurity among the wild animals and this has been a major
cause of wild attacks on humans and a conflict in the villages nearby forest.
Mr.Ananya based his lecture on four important conflicts-Human-Elephant
conflict, Human-leopard conflict, Human-Tiger conflict and Human —sloth bear
conflicts. Illegal encroachments of forest areas, poaching and killing of wild
animals, loss of corridors for elephants, construction of railway lines,
multipurpose projects are major destroying features for the conflicts between
the human and wildlife.

It was really a highly impressive lecture for the students to know and
understand about the forest fire. The forest fire is not natural in many parts of
the states; it is people’s selfish motive that has created such destructive forest
fires, which is hindering the efforts put forth by the forest departments,
naturalists and conservationist to develop forest resource. Political pressure is
creating an imbalance and inefficiency in controlling forest fire has been
obstacle. His stress that a dedicated fire brigade, especially to put down the
forest fire, is the need of the moment.

The principal of the college Dr.S.MariGowda, Mr.N.Mohankumar, Co-
ordinator of the nature club, faculties, members of nature club and other
student s were present.
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